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From the exegetical point of view his discussion of the atoning work of Christ 
is the least satisfactory. There is a hardness or seeming blindness here 
which is quite surprising in view of the rest of the book. Yet even here 
it is evident that his aim is to interpret the New Testament fairly rather 
than to impose upon it a philosophical scheme. But the chapter which 
will probably provoke most dissent is that on Holy Scripture. His 
view is virtually that the teachings of Scripture attest themselves to the 
Christian consciousness, first of all as respects the reality of the character 
of Christ as he is exhibited in the Gospels, and then as respects other parts of 
their teaching, partly indirectly through this assurance respecting Christ, and 
partly directly by the assent which they win. We shall not undertake to 
criticise this theory in detail. But we fear Dr. Denney's optimistic confidence 
that " the theologian will know how to distinguish between the letter of the 
record and God revealing himself through it ; and he will find no insuperable 
difficulty in building his theology, as on the surest of all foundations, on this 
revelation " will not be shared by theologians generally. Undoubtedly there 
is a large element of truth in Dr. Denney's view. But of one thing there can 
scarcely be a doubt, that if theology is to reach established conclusions and 
not merely personal convictions for the individual theologian, it must either 
find a firmer basis for its doctrine of Scripture than this subjective and indi- 
vidualistic test, or else it must employ the teachings of Scripture very differ- 
ently from the way in which Dr. Denney uses them in the body of his book. 
In the last analysis he gives us no other reason for accepting a large part of 
the doctrines he has set forth in this book than that they win his assent, with 
perhaps the added implication that he trusts that they will win ours also. 
This is good argument so far as it goes, and valuable, but when set forth as 
the sole basis of the doctrine of Scripture it sadly misrepresents the real 
strength of the case for the authority of Scripture. E. D. B. 



Die Herrlichkeit des Alten Testamentes. Rede gehalten am Jahresfest der 
Bibelgesellschaft in Basel den 3 Juli, 1894, von Dr. Oettli. 
A clear and impressive summary from the evangelical standpoint of the 
chief reasons why the Old Testament is dear to Christians. It ought to 
convince Dr. A. Zahn, who has written very bitterly of Professor Oettli in a 
recent publication, that he is sound at the core after all. W. T. S. 



Hat der Apostel Panlus die Heidengotter fur Damonen gehalten ? Von Dr. 
Willibald Beyschlag. P. 22. An ingenious attempt to resuscitate 
an unfashionable explanation. 

Recent commentators are agreed that the word daimonion in i Cor. 
10:20-21 means "demon," "evil spirit." Professor Beyschlag seeks to 
revive the interpretation advocated by many scholars in the eighteenth cen- 
tury " false gods," " divinities." After showing the possibility of this mean- 
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ing in New Testament Greek, he argues that it fits in very well with the con- 
text of the passage under consideration, and that the other meaning is inad- 
missible there. The reasoning is plausible, but it falls short of demonstration. 
All that is proved is that the word might be used here in the sense recom- 
mended, but "might be" is a very long way from "must be." There can be 
no doubt that the general usage of the word in the New Testament Greek is 
against Professor Beyschlag's theory. Of the fifty-six passages (outside of this 
passage) in which it occurs there is only one in which it unquestionably means 
"divinity," and that one (Acts 17:18) has an archaic ring about it. Besides, 
the possibility if not the probability of an Old Testament background is over- 
looked. If, as some think, Paul had in mind Deut. 32:17, as given in the 
LXX., he can scarcely have meant by daimonia anything but "demons." It is 
strange that Professor Beyschlag who incidentally mentions this passage 
never discusses its bearing on the text. The remark that Paul nowhere else 
describes evil spirits as daimonia is valid only on the assumption of the non- 
Pauline origin of the Pastoral Epistles. (See 1 Tim. 4:1.) W. T. S. 



Ernste Blicke in den Wahn der modernen Kritik des Alten Testamentes. Von 
Dr. Adolf Zahn. Neue Folge. 
This loosely constructed book is too bitter to be effective. Dr. Zahn 
hates modern criticism and all its works. He maintains that it has not found 
one single fact, one single truth. It was and is nothing but a great delusion. 
The Protestantism which has nursed it burns the Old Testament in a great 
auto-da-fd. Smend's elaborate History of Old Testament Religion is 
pronounced quite unusable because the author acknowledges his great 
indebtedness to Wellhausen. Holzinger's introduction to the Hexateuch is 
"nothing but folly." And yet these "glances" are by no means devoid of 
penetration. Dr. Zahn makes some points and coins some smart repartees. 
He is right when he says that the Bible is not a book for scholars to play with, 
but is meant for the building up of the church ; and there is sense as well as 
humor in the remark that the Old Testament will soon be like a tablecloth 
composed of a thousand many-colored patches. Still the tone of the work is 
miserably narrow and intolerant. An earnest but temperate and charitable 
protest against the fondness for speculation displayed by many critics, and 
the irreverence of some, would have been very timely, but Dr. Zahn's violence 
defeats itself. Whilst much has been written about the Old Testament in 
recent years which has no permanent value, it cannot be denied by impartial 
judges that the intelligent study of this part of Scripture has been wonder- 
fully furthered during the last quarter of a century. W. T. S. 



